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This Monthôs Zoom Meeting:  

 

Evil Editor Zurgôs Project 

Police Recurrency Quiz 
Tuesday, 18 August 2020 

1700 hrs  (5:00 PM Civilian Time) 

Your COVID -19 Defense Bunker 

Undisclosed Location, USA 

 

So you think because it is August you can stop 

thinking about airplanes and just join your EAA buds to go 

and watch a baseball game?  If so, you really need to come 

out of your hangar for once and look around.  You 

probably haven’t noticed there is this little thing we call a 

“pandemic” going around and the entire minor league 

season was cancelled months ago.  I will acknowledge that 

the Minister of Propaganda is a powerful man, but not 

even he can change things enough that we can go watch a 

baseball game together. 

As an alternative, we are going to build on our 

successes of last month and hold another ZOOM meeting, 

hosted by the Bearhawk Manor Zoom account.  We can 

meet around 1700 hours for schmooze time, though you 

will have to provide your own schmooze snacks.  If you 

really miss the baseball motif, feel free to make yourself a 

hot dog or nachos.  Be sure to overcharge yourself.  

Libations are allowed—last month the Kommandant 

showed up with a big glass of vino, which may mean the 

Scotch supplies are running low.  During this time we can 

talk with each other about the latest topics.  Maybe 

Stormy will have an update to the TRC?  Well, we can 

always hope. 

Starting around 1730, Evil Editor Zurg  will host a 

Project Police Recurrency Quiz.  This will take the form 

of perhaps showing you a picture, giving you a little 

information, and then you will respond to a Zoom poll to 

select your answer.  Just like those multiple choice 

questions on the FAA knowledge test.  PPO Mike Machat  

is expected to join us for color commentary. 

Topics may vary from oddball aircraft seen at 

Oshkosh, famous moments in Project Police history, or 

fun stories inspired by Mike Machat  paintings.  The 

contents of the quiz are under extreme secret security, 

mostly because at press time they haven’t been written yet. 

If you want to try studying, perhaps you should try 

Mike  Machatôs new YouTube channel at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCivSCpBJdNkACW_

3G-C4nCA . 

Members of the Dets:  We’re on Zoom again, so 

you get to participate too.  The He-Shed She-Shed can 

wait. 

After the quiz and storytelling, you may visit the 

drive-through of your favorite quick-service restaurant. 

Details and links to join the Zoom meeting will be 

sent by e-mail to the same distribution list no later than 

Monday, 17 August.  If you’ve never Zoomed before, you 

have some time to figure it out.  You’ll need at minimum a 

smartphone or a computer with speakers and a webcam.  

Contact Erbman or your local teenager if you need help, 

but don’t wait until the day of the meeting to start.   

Once again, you don’t need to worry about contacting 

Erbman to arrange base access because you can’t get on 

the base anyway. 

For September’s meeting, expect to be on Zoom 

again.  No Oshkosh report, but we expect to have Jim 

Payne talking about setting his latest record.  The nature of 

the latest record must be classified, because I haven’t been 

told what it is yet. 

 

- Erbman 

Subbing for the Vice Kommandant  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCivSCpBJdNkACW_3G-C4nCA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCivSCpBJdNkACW_3G-C4nCA
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Last Monthôs Meeting  

EAA Chapter 1000 

Your COVID-19 Defense Bunker 

Undisclosed Location, USA 

21 July 2020 

Gary Aldrich , Presiding 

 

So we did it.  The PPOs of EAA Chapter 1000 

stepped up to the Silicon Valley world and had our first 

virtual, online meeting via Zoom.  Thousands flocked to 

join us (or at least around 13) including Chuck Firth  from 

his dark doomsday bunker, Stormy Weathers from 

Stoney Broke Manor, and Waldo from somewhere in 

central Texas. 

Chuck told us about the old days when he and Knife  

went halfsies on a Stinson 108, and how he is excited 

about putting a very sophisticated Garmin all singing, all 

dancing navigator in his unsophisticated Cessna 150. 

Stormy showed us the He Shed She Shed, the 

mounds of dust piled on the RV-8A Astroblaster, and his 

new 3D printer.  His 3D printer came with instructions that 

specifically stated three things that were not to be created 

with his 3D printer: 

1.  Other 3D printers 

2.  Weapons 

3.  Airplane parts 

As a result, Stormy says he will make some 

“Lawnmower Parts” that might be cross-purposed into 

aviation use. 

If you missed it, or just want to experience it again, 

you can contact Erbman for the link to the recording.  It is 

on YouTube, but it is unlisted, so you can’t search for it.  

You have to have the link to get to it. 

Most of this is true, and we have a recording to prove 

it. 

 

- Russ ñErbmanò Erb 

Emergency Backup Minister of Propaganda 

Chapter 1000 of the Experimental Aircraft Association of 

these United States of America and Occupied Territories 

 ñWe have more zeroes in our chapter than any other!ò 

 

Kommandantôs Korner 

Ahhh, the 

madness continues! 

Unless you’ve been in a 

COVID-related induced 

coma for the last few 

months, you know the 

Country continues to writhe 

under the effects of the China Virus Pandemic…or more 

correctly, under the reaction of our federal, state, and local 

leaders to the perceived threat of the Pandemic. The 

rhetoric has increased to a fever pitch (pun intended) with 

all sides of the argument presenting carefully 

constructed “IRREFUTABLE ” statistical evidence to 

support their position…presented by a steady parade 

of “experts” of every stripe; most of whom are on the 

payroll of one or more news outlets. As I’ve said before, 

data can and will be sliced, diced, massaged and 

manipulated at the whim of anyone who is trying to 

promote a position or action. I used to teach a course at 

TPS that gave tips on how to present data in such a way as 

to support analysis and conclusions in flight test. The same 

tips and tricks can be used to declare a truthful position or 

lie, depending on your point of view. I guess the only facts 

we can all agree on is that people are getting sick…and the 

weakest among them are dying at a rate not seen in over 

100 years. I will go out on a limb and make a prediction 

that the human race will survive this attack from the 

unseen enemy in time just as it has over the eons before 

and countless pandemics preceding this one. I hope 

everyone reading this has cautiously researched and sifted 

through all the “facts” and arrived at a reasonable personal 

risk assessment that will keep them and their loved ones 

safe, but also allow them to seek life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness. 

For our band of irreverent aviators that “pursuit 

of happiness” involves flight…especially in personally-

owned and operated air machines. By our nature we are a 

social group and thrive on personal interaction to help each 

other execute their aviation passion as safely and 

completely as possible. To that end, NLE Erbman , in 

a brilliant tactical move, suggested and successfully 

executed the first Chapter 1000 “virtual” gathering last 

month. Now, we don’t know exactly how he came up with 

this idea (desperation-ed) or if it was simply to amortize 

the Bearhawk Manor “Zoom.com” subscription, but by all 

accounts it was a successful event. The attendance on the 

Zoom screen matched our normal meeting numbers, but, 

interestingly several of the attendees were from the far off 

locations of our Chapter diaspora…what the PPTAF 

calls “Dets”. We normally only hear of the exploits of our 

distanced members if Evil Editor Zurg  has shamed 

(threatened?) them into providing an input to the ‘Edge. 

Since that form of communication suffers from the filter of 

the Minister of Propaganda and the Newsletter Editor , 

we can never be sure if we are getting “the truth, the whole 

truth, and nothing but the truth”. But through the miracle 

of the interwebs and some clever programming we could 

see folks from all over our great land, sporting their 

COVID-whiskers and lockdown coiffures and getting the 

real skinny in their own words as to how they have fared 

since deserting their desert compadres. So, let’s do it 

again! I hope we can continue to gather in the ether again 

this month and perhaps the next until we can meet in 

person. 

I may or may not be among the “zoomers” as Mrs. 

Kommandant and I are still planning an aerial adventure 

in the Fightinô Skywagon to scenic Jackson Hole, 

Wyoming (KJAC). We plan to spend a week in a 

timeshare exchange unit a few miles outside Jackson’s 

downtown area and to take in the cooler weather 

http://zoom.com/
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and awesome landscape afforded by a relatively young 

mountain range called the “Grand Tetons”. The name 

comes from Native American lore and language. Google 

it . The Aldrich family has visited the area couple of times. 

Once was in the summer of 1986 when I was being 

reassigned to the Air Force charm school at Montgomery 

Alabama. We camped and canoed our way across this 

great land, visiting as many National Parks and 

Monuments as possible to delay the inevitable year 

of “career development” I was to undergo. Later, around 

the turn of the century, the VC-180 was accompanied by 

Lois the Skylane and her caretakers Randy and Leigh. It 

was a terrific trip out and back and along the trails, lakes, 

and rivers of the area. I recommend all Americans visit this 

national treasure of a park. 

HOWEVER , given the fluid situation of guidelines, 

restrictions, health measures, self-quarantine, COVID 

checkpoints, etc, etc we’re a week from departure and still 

don’t know if we will make the trip. I am monitoring 

Teton County’s COVID-19 website daily for the current 

situation report. IF we are successful in making the 

journey then I will attempt to log in to the meeting using 

whatever WiFi signal I can find. IF we decide to cancel, 

I’ll log in with a beautiful, albeit ersatz, picture of the 

Tetons behind me. Until then, stay well and appropriately 

distanced and, 

Fly Safe (if you can) and Check Six (if your mask 

doesn’t get in the way) 

 

- Gary Aldrich  

Kommanding 

 

What I Did on My Spring Break  

I flew my Glasair up to Williamsport, PA (IPT) to 

attend the week-long Lycoming Engine School.  Neat 

course consisting of 5 days of morning academics and 

afternoon labs.  There was a lot more about the history of 

the company than I needed to know but still covered the 

design, manufacturing, maintenance and assembly of the 

engines in great detail.  If you see me walking toward your 

Lycoming engine with a tool in my hand, you may want to 

be worried…or not.  Trust me, I know what I’m doing!  

The fun was a bit muted due to the pandemic shutdowns.  I 

ate drive-through breakfast in my car every morning and 

takeout dinner in my room every evening.  The Lycoming 

plant tour was dropped which was a bummer but the 

warehouse beer store was open, so it wasn’t all bad.   

I departed Williamsport in the clouds for a trip north 

and west to Brighton MI to visit PPO Miles Bowen and 

his wife Karen at their skypark home (45G).  The clouds 

broke up so I got a good look at Lake Erie, which I 

crossed, as well as a few miles of Canadian airspace. 

 

Miles and Opie sporting hairstyles made popular by 

the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Miles & Karen put on a well-attended burger burn 

which included plenty of beer from his kegerator and beer 

fridge.  It was just like back home!  While there, we did eat 

breakfast at a restaurant.  The first for any of us for the 

past 6 weeks!  Miles is flying his resurrected from 

aluminum dust Cessna 170 often enough, but not much is 

getting done on the RV-7 project. 
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I left Brighton for a quick 1 hour hop to Kokomo, IN 

(OKK) to visit PPO Nathan Davis and the EAA Chapter 

235 crew I have camped with at AirVenture for the past 7 

years.  While there, we went over to Glendale Airport 

(3I8) where PPO Steve Stants runs a flight school.  

Across the grass runway was a hangar housing a couple of 

very interesting projects, either one of which puts the 

capital E in EAA.  The first was a Cub with an auto engine 

conversion. 

 

I am sure someone out there knows what engine that 

isé 

 

 

 

The builder is Tom Hodgson, and take a look at his 

other project…a piloted scale B-29 powered by 4 of the 

same type of engine! 

 

One of the 4 engine nacelles. 

 

The major part of the wing is built. 
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The vertical stabilizer sparséitôs as big as it looks! 

 

PPO Chuck Rider pointing at the nose piece.  

 

PPO Nathan Davis pointing inside the fuselage. 

 

The crew dooré two pilots will sit in tandem. 

 

The mold for the nose piece and the closest thing to a 

technical drawing in the shop. 

 

The engines, including 2 spares.  Same as on the Cubé 

any guesses as to the source? 
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The gear struts, modified from an Aztec (I think) 

 

 

Tom illustrating how he designed the rudder fairing, 

his latest addition to the project. 

 

Tom Hodgson, the builder with Chuck Rider standing 

at the bare tail spar.  The rudder fairing is carbon 

fiber. 

It’s an ambitious project but Tom seems to have the 

skills and motivation to get it done.  He thinks by next 

Oshkosh (whenever that might be!). 
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Tom lives in a nice apartment inside his hangar at 3I8.  

Here is his fireplace.  This one looks like a fire, sounds 

like a fire, but there is no heat.  You are actually looking at 

a video on a big screen TV mounted in the faux rock 

mantel.  It looks very real in person.  You would do a 

double-take when you finally notice it! 

No pictures, but Nathanôs latest project is a Beech 18 

that the local CAF hangar inherited from a hangar in 

Wyoming that couldn’t afford it.  Nathan always finds 

clever if not flattering names for his airplanes—the Beech 

18 is BOB.  It is short for Big Oily Beast which was their 

first impression of the airplane as they prepped it for a 

ferry flight to Indiana.  It’s been in his hangar for 3 years 

and is about ready to leave the nest.  His says he will get 

back to his Glasair III  after that.  He and I met in 1994 

having just started our Glasair projects only months apart 

in 1991.   He will have that ready in time for Oshkosh, just 

not sure which one. 

I did delay my trip home an extra day due to Tropical 

Storm Cristobal.  The weather was flyable if you don’t 

mind 35 knot headwinds.  A one-day delay got me an 11-

knot tailwind.  I didn’t get home any sooner, but I did get 

home faster εζηθ  

Wash yer hands. 

 

- Doug ñOpieò Dodson 

 

Erbmanôs Childhood on Display at National 

Air and Space Museum 

You know you’re getting old when you see the toys of 

your childhood show up in the most important museum in 

the nation.  I actually had and played with all three of 

these.  The first shown is a game called “Snoopy and the 

Red Baron”.  One player would roll marbles down the 

chute from behind the cloud, either blue or white.  The 

other player was to open the doghouse to catch the correct 

color of marble, and keep it closed to keep out the wrong 

color of marble. 

 

 

This was a Monogram “Snap-Tite” kit of Snoopy and 

his Sopwith Camel.  A AA battery made the prop spin. 

 

 

This game was called “Dogfight”.  You maneuvered 

airplanes around the board to attack other airplanes, 

playing “burst” cards and responding with defensive 

maneuvers.  “Ace” only required one kill.  There was 

AAA also. 

 

Web Site Update 

Just a reminder that the EAA Chapter 

1000 Web Site is hosted courtesy of Quantum Networking 

Solutions, Inc.  You can find out more about Qnet at 

http://www.qnet.com or at 661-538-2028. 

http://www.qnet.com/
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Chapter 1000 Calendar 

EAA Chapter 1000 Board of Directors Meetings are now held on an 

unscheduled, as needed basis.  If you need to know when, youôre already 

on the e-mail notification list. (661) 609-0942  

Aug 18: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting,  ZOOM Meeting, 

5:00 p.m.  (661) 609-0942  

Sep 15: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting, ZOOM Meeting 
5:00 p.m.,  (661) 609-0942  

Oct 20: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting, 5:00 p.m., Edwards 

AFB. USAF Test Pilot School, Scobee Auditorium.  (661) 609-0942 

Nov 17: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting, 5:00 p.m., Edwards 

AFB. USAF Test Pilot School, Scobee Auditorium.  (661) 609-0942 

Dec 15: EAA Chapter 1000 Festivus Etc Celebration, 6:00 p.m., 
Kommandant’s Kwarters, 42370 61st Street West, Quartz Hill CA.  

(661) 609-0942  

Jan 19: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting, 5:00 p.m., Edwards 
AFB. USAF Test Pilot School, Scobee Auditorium.  (661) 609-0942  

Feb 16: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting, 5:00 p.m., Edwards 

AFB. USAF Test Pilot School, Scobee Auditorium.  (661) 609-0942  

Mar 16: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting, 5:00 p.m., Edwards 

AFB. USAF Test Pilot School, Scobee Auditorium.  (661) 609-0942  

Apr 20: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting, 5:00 p.m., Edwards 
AFB. USAF Test Pilot School, Scobee Auditorium.  (661) 609-0942 

May 15: EAA Chapter 1000 Annual Aviation Event, currently 

accepting ideas for activities.  (661) 609-0942  

Jun 15: EAA Chapter 1000 Monthly Meeting, 5:00 p.m., Edwards 

AFB. USAF Test Pilot School, Scobee Auditorium.  (661) 609-0942 

 

To join Chapter 1000, send your name, address, EAA number, and $20 dues to: 

EAA Chapter 1000, George Gennuso, 3119 Lennox Ct, Palmdale CA 93551.  

Membership in National EAA ($40, 1-800-843-3612) is required. 

Contact our officers by e-mail: 
President/Flight Advisor Gary Aldrich: gary.aldrich@pobox.com 

Vice President Hellmuth Steinlin: hellmuthsteinlin@hotmail.com 

Secretary Kent Troxel: kenttroxel@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer George Gennuso: knife.pulsar1@gmail.com 
 

EAA Chapter 1000 Technical Assistants 
Composite Construction 

George Gennuso knife.pulsar1@gmail.com 661-265-0333 

Wood Construction 

Bob Waldmiller  bob@waldmiller.com 661-816-7224 

Aluminum Sheet Metal Construction 

Bill Irvine  wgirvine@yahoo.com 661-948-9310 

Russ Erb erbman@pobox.com 661-754-0524 

Welding/Welded Steel Tube Construction 

Russ Erb erbman@pobox.com 661-754-0524 

Engine Installation 

Russ Erb erbman@pobox.com 661-754-0524 

Electrical Systems 

Russ Erb erbman@pobox.com 661-754-0524 

Instrumentation and avionics requirements for VFR/IFR 

Gary Aldrich  gary.aldrich@pobox.com 661-609-0942 
 

 

Inputs for the newsletter or any comments can be sent to Russ 

Erb, 661-256-3806, by e-mail to erbman@pobox.com 
From the Project Police legal section: As you probably suspected, contents of The Leading Edge 

are the viewpoints of the authors.  No claim is made and no liability is assumed, expressed or 

implied as to the technical accuracy or safety of the material presented.  The viewpoints expressed 

are not necessarily those of Chapter 1000 or the Experimental Aircraft Association.  Project 

Police reports are printed as they are received, with no attempt made to determine if they contain 

the minimum daily allowance of truth.  So there!   
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THIS MONTH’S HIGHLIGHTS: 

ZOOM MEETING 18 AUGUST @ YOUR PLACE 

EEZ’S PROJECT POLICE RECURRENCY QUIZ 

WHAT OPIE DID ON SPRING BREAK 

CLASSIC TOYS OF ERBMAN’S YOUTH 
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